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? - The resulsr mesting of Sinklng Spring Cemetery Lssocletion wes
Jung, 1, 19@0, at the Applscﬂien Pouer Company., uth a good sttondanao.

The mesting was called to order by the presldent. .
ra il S Y i
. . The minu,tss of the lsst meetlng were resd by the secretary.
LIRS € -
The preslident gave a report of work done on the cemetery durmg

— ¥

year, which consisted of eleaning the grounds of rock, dead tress, etc. The ¥:
I
belonging to the H H. Seott and the Campbell heirs vas cleaned up, which mad

avallable additional ground to be used for some purpose. Mrs. Lucule llc‘—onne

one of the Seott heirs, advised the Association tim t she, ‘Mrs. Muriel Bundy a
llrs.-Fralices Morgan, which are all of« the :S860t$ heira, deaire to dongte their
i e(« -

FVOTD o ife
1nbdrast: 1n this plot of ground to the 4ssociation. She also stated that the
Cempbell heira had expressed their desire to donate their intersst. in. egme :to

. the Assoclation. L:: M T3r Faaan ~ el
F;' -) f\‘ I
" Mr. A.J.ICroswhite. Presldent, stated that- l;;-. B, Ig clit‘tonc
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_u [ s-—a £ FAEE L,
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hed donated a two roonuhutlding to the dssociation, which hae been moved ta the
AlectBi OB [-. r i a0 oD

cqm_gnaunds, and w11l be used for a tool hause.

The oorresponding secretery was requested to write a note of than

to ¥r. Clifton for the don&tion of this hlulding.

O e T 'I Hrp L L A

Mrs. €. B. Goodpqstuer advised that the Iolr Craek Home Demonstra

CInb. had created a memorial i‘uh‘d to be used In beautifying ths sntx‘an&e to the

cematery. After g dissussmn of" the matter Mrs. John O. Brsdlsy msde a motion
that the Aslsocisi'.ion donsu & Bum of &t 'least $£26.00 to balused fo;' Y mamrial
to Mrs. Mary Balance and Mrs. Mamie Hyler. After a dlssuseiun of this matter »
it wes declded that there were many loyal members of the Associatdon l'hD had
Passped that should be remembered, and upon motian of m-s. Lucille Ilcconnsll,

- seconded and carried, it was des,lded that ths members or the Association

cqgtrﬂapte at least §1.680 each- s& s-memorial fund, and to* b#ﬁéﬂd in connection

a
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with the wolf Creek Home Demanstratian “lub memorial fund. Miass Dora
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Bradley was askad
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for this purpan. '
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Johnra Bradley.'
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The fo11owing tlnancial report was glien by the
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RBEORT - SINKING SPRING CEMETBRY ASSOCIATIOH - 1959

t5 contact members of the assosiatlon and solfeit fands

‘Treasurer, Mrs.
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] Cash on hand 1-1-568 354.03
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Opening graves 20Q.00

oS ssn: bate.z cels o .oeldoloogsa 9 1 GF O ne doay by $12066«88l
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Salary - caretaker $1097.26 ..cldslicaze 9k
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Disbarsementss
Salari = ¢aretaker” $400.00
House repairs 76.00
General expenses 85.00
$660,00
Cash on hand 6-1-60 550,48

$1080.48.

On motion duly made, seconded end carried the same officers
were electaed to serve for the ensuing year and until their successors sre slecte
and qualified.

On motion of Mrs. John De. Bradley a rising vote of thanks was
given to Mr. A. W. Croswhite 1n appreciation of his services during the past
year.

No further business sppearing, the meeting, on motion, adjourned.

-~

Ptesldent

Q‘**“‘Quw
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(3 }a:ﬁ13, 1921, meeting of the Sinking Spring Association, the
owing Constitution and By-Laws were adopted.
e

: _s_"TITU_TION AND BY-LAWS OF THE SINKING SPRING CEMETERY ASSOCIZTION
' Artigle I = Name

The Association shall be calleé the Sinking Spring Cemetery Associaéic

Article II = Object_
The object of the Assoclation is to maintain and keep, at all times, t
graves in the cemetery, and the roadways, hedges, shrubbery, trees, et
in first class condition.

Article III -~ Membership

Any person may become a member of the Association by attending the mee
or by signifying a desire to join, and by the payment of an annual fee

~$1.00.

Article IV =~ Officers

The officers of the Association shall consist of a president, two vice
presidents, a treasurer, a recording secretary, and a corresponding se
who shall be elected annually by ballot, and shall hold office until t
next annual meeting after their election, or until their successors ar
chosen.

Article ¥ = Committees

"Bec. 1 - The officers shall constitute an executive committee.

Sec. 2 - The following standing committees shall be appointed:

A Finance Committee.
A Membership Committee.

Sec. 3 = Other committee; may be appointed as need arises.

?

Article VI - Meetings

The annual meeting shall be held on the fiest Monday in April. Monthl,
meetings s Nall be held on the first Monday of each month. Meetings m
be called at any time by the president provided due notice be given.

Ten shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

(This was amended on May 1, 1923, to read: "Those present shall cons
a quorum for the transaction of business .")

Artiecle VII -~ Duties of Officers

Sec. 1 -~ The president shall preside at all meetings of the Associatio
shall be the general executive officer.

Sec., 2 = The Vice-Presidents shall, in their respective order, in the
absence of the president, perform the duties belonging to the
president's of"ice, and shall render such other assistance as
be required by the president.



Sec. 3

Sec . )+

The corresﬁonding secretary shall attend to the corresponden
of the association, and shall send out such information as m
be directed from time to time.

The recording secretary shall have charge of the records of
association, keep the minutes of all business meetings, and
make all announcements.

Article VIII - Duties of Committees

The executive committee shall have general supervision of the
work in the ceméery acting for the association between meeti:

The membership committee shall make an organized effort to er
members. They shall make an annual effort to retain all old
members, and to secure new ones.

The finance committee shall devise ways and means to keep afic
funds in the treasury to meet all expenses in properly caring
the cemetery.

Special committees shall perform such duties as are indicatec
in their appointment.

Article IX - Amendments

This Consistution dnd By-Laws may be emended during any regular busine
meeting of the Association by a two~-thirds vote of the members present

Any motion to amend must be on the table at least one month before fin
_yaction is taken.

Committee: Mayor A. P. Hutton
: Rev. W. M. Walsh
Mr. Gilmore Penn



Madame Mayor, Members of Council, Town Manager

We are pleased to submit the final report of the Sinking Spring Interim Cemetery
Committee. Our approach has been practical. We have met a number of times and
undertaken to incorporate our suggestions in the report. Copies have been delivered to
you. The report includes the draft of a proposed ordinance for the establishment of a
permanent cemetery committee. We hope the Council will follow up on this
recommendation. =~ We are also suggesting some rules and regulations which are
intended to be administrative in nature. They can provide some guidelines for the
Town to follow for the care and administration of the cemetery.

Please look at Page 3 of your copy of the Report. The Sections beginning with
the No. 46 are references to ordinances in the Code of the Town of Marion. That Town
maintains two cemeteries. In turn the town code sections refer to the state Code of Va,
We don't believe that our Town needs to adopt similar ordinances since it appears that
state laws are adequate. These references will serve to draw your attention to the fact
that there are laws in force to protect cemeteries. Mr. Kelly is well aware of these laws.

Please take the time to read the short history of the cemetery which Gene Matthis
has prepared. Also endlosed in your package is an advance copy of a brochure
prepared for a walking tour of the cemetery. Preparation of this brochure was initiated
by The Historical Society with the help of Gene Matthis, Kathy Schearer and major
assistance from Myra Cook at the Town Tourism Center. If you have not taken a tour
of the cemetery we suggest that you do so during the Highlands Festival.

At one of our last meetings the Town Arborist submitted a detailed
recommendation for the planting of trees in the cemetery. He has a record and we do
recommend that his advice be considered in the future.

President Abraham Lincoln referred to This Hallowed Ground in his famous
Gettysburg address. We submit that we in Abingdon and Washington County have in
our own modest way our "Hallowed Ground." Gene Matthis tells us that the first burial
in the cemetery was in 1776. The wording on the tomb stone is still legible. Adjacent to
the Cummings Cabin is the monument with the names of Revolutionary War soldiers
from Washington County. Some of them died in the Battle of King's Mountain. Not too
far away are the graves of the unknown Confederate dead. Further on is the tomb
stone of William Holzhauer who died on the battleship Oklahoma on Dec. 7, 1941. 1
suggest that there are many buried in the cemetery who plowed the ground and hoed
the weeds and contributed to the Town of Abingdon as we enjoy it today.

On behalf of our committee and if I may be so bold to say so, the citizens of the
Town of Abingdon, we thank you, the Town Council , for accepting the responsibility
for caring for the cemetery. We submit that it not only shows great respect for our
ancestors but also sets an example of responsible civic action for future generations.

I would like at this time to recognize and thank the members of our committee
for their service : Kitty Henninger, Gene Matthis, Ed Morgan, Anne Hutton, Francine
Ivery and Charles Seaver.

This concludes our report and ends our committee. Thank you.
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REPORT TO COUNCIL BY INTERIM CEMETERY COMMITTEE

At the meeting of the Town Council in March 2006 the Council approved an
interim cemetery committee. The Committee was directed to report back to the Council
within twelve months with its recommendations regarding the future care and
operation of the cemetery. The members of the committee were to consist of one
member from the Town Council, one member from the Historical Society of
Washington County, Va., Inc, one member from the Sinking Spring Presbyterian
Church, one member from a funeral home located in the Town of Abingdon, three
members from the community at large. At least one member from the community at
large should be related to a person buried in the cemetery.

The council appointed the following to the Committee:

Jack Frost, Frost Funeral Home,

Kitty Henninger, Session of the Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church

Anne Hutton, community at large with relatives buried in the cemetery,

Francine Ivery, community at large,

Gene Matthis, community at large,

Ed Morgan, Town Council,

Charles Seaver, President, Historical Society of Washington County,
Incorporated,

Tom Phillips, former Town Council,

Greg Kelly, Town Attorney/Manager, served as advisor and participated in the
meetings with the committee. Tom Phillips served as Chair.

The Committee met a number of times and submits the following report.

I. History

Gene Matthis has prepared a brief history of the cemetery which is attached as
Exhibit A. Also attached is a plat of the cemetery titled “Cemetery Acreage,” copy of a
GIS photograph and a plat showing the separate sections for the Sinking Spring
Presbyterian Church section, the Scott Campbell addition and the Penn addition.
Exhibit B.

II. Rules and Regulations

Attached for the information of the Council is a set of Rules and Regulations,
Exhibit C, which the Committee recommends be followed by the Town in the operation
and maintenance of the cemetery. Since it is anticipated that these Rules and
Regulations may need to be changed from time to time the Committee does not
recommend and the Council is not being requested to enact these Rules and Regulations
as an ordinance at this time.

III. Draft Ordinance

The Committee has prepared and recommends and submits for the approval
and enactment by the Council the ordinance attached as Exhibit D. This ordinance
1
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would establish a permanent committee which would meet not less than twice yearly
and report annually to the Council about visitors to the cemetery, activities in the
cemetery, maintenance and operation of the cemetery during the past year and its
recommendations for the future operation, care and maintenance of the cemetery and
other pertinent matters.

IV. Record or Deed Title to the Cemetery

What is referred to the Sinking Spring Cemetery consists of three adjoining but separate
cemeteries known as the Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church section or cemetery, (a
part of which is located on the east side of Russell Road and a part of which is located
on the west side of Russell Road), the Scott-Campbell Addition and the Penn Addition.

The Presbyterian Church conveyed its title to the church section of the cemetery
by deed dated Feb 3, 2006, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit E. Deeds have not
been obtained for the Scott- Campbell Addition or the Penn Addition. In the minutes of
the meeting of the Town Council held on March 2, 1981 the Town Council agreed for
the Town to take over maintenance of the cemetery. The Town has been maintaining
the cemetery since late 1980 or early 1981. The minutes further show that George
Kreger was reported to be handling the legal ramifications applicable to the conveyance
to the Town of the church section free of charge. Mr. Kreger did not complete the legal
work prior to his death. It is believed that he did not do so because he was also
attempting to obtain for the Town the titles to the Scott-Campbell and Penn Additions.

The Town does not have record title to the Scott-Campbell and Penn Additions.
Some effort has been made to obtain partial title interests from the Scott heirs and from
the Penn heirs. These interests would grant the Town some authority to exercise some
of the rights of ownership for the protection of the cemetery and protection of existing
burial rights of individuals in the cemetery. One of the Penn heirs has indicated that he
would favor a quitclaim deed which would convey a partial interest in the Penn
Addition. Efforts for the Scott-Campbell Addition have not been successful to date.

V. Cemetery Association

The Historical Society has copies of the minutes of the Sinking Spring Cemetery
Association The Association stopped meeting when the Town began maintenance and
funds held by the Association were turned over to the Town. These funds were used to
help with the initial purchase of the metal fence placed along both sides of Russell
Road.

VI. Walking Tour Brochure

At the request of the committee the Historical Society of Washington County is
preparing a brochure that can be used for self-guided tours of the cemetery. The
Visitors Center is assisting in the production of the brochure and the Town will be
requested to pay the printing costs. At this time photographs and a narrative have
been obtained and prepared. The new brochure will be similar in format and size to the
current one entitled A Self Guided Walking Tour of Abingdon’s Downtown Historic District.



Errata. Section IV.Record or Deed Title to the Cemetery

IV. Record or Deed Title to the Cemetery

What is referred to as the Sinking Spring Cemetery consists
of three adjoining but separate cemeteries known as the Sinking Spring
Presbyterian Church section or cemetery (a part of which is located on
the east side of Russell Road and a part of which is located on the wes:

side of Russell Road), the Scott-Campbell Addition and the Penn
Addition.

The Presbyterian Church conveyed its title to the church
section of the cemetery by deed dated February 3, 2006, a copy of
which is attached as Exhibit E. Deeds have not been obtained for the
Scott-Campbell Addition or the Penn Addition. In the minutes of the
meeting of the Town Council held on March 2, 1981, the Town Council
agreed for the Town to take over maintenance of the cemetery. The
Town has been maintaining the cemetery since late 1980 or early 1981.
Those minutes further show that George Kreger was reported to be
handling the legal ramifications applicable to the conveyance to the
Town of the church section free of charge. Mr., Kreger did not
complete the legal work prior to his death. It is believed that he did
not do so because he was also attempting to obtain for the Town title to
the Scott-Campbell and Penn Additions.

The Town does not have record title to the Scott- Campbe‘;‘.
and Penn Additions. Some effort has been .made_to..oDtain partial titie
interests from the Scott heirs and'{rom tt the Campbell_heirs~and from the
Penn heirs. These interests would grant the Town some authority to
exercise some of the rights of ownersh1p for the protection of the
cemetery andAe*ﬂsnﬂcr bur1a1 or family rights of individuals in the
cemetery. One of the Penn heirs has indicated that he would favoer a2
Gguitclaim deed which would convey a partial interest in the Penn
Addition. Efforts for the Scott-Campbell Addition have not been
successful to date,
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VII. Cummings Cabin

The Committee recommends that use of the Cummings Cabin be limited to
activities appropriate for the cemetery and the historic nature and condition of the
cabin and the cemetery. This is the original cabin occupied by the Reverend Charles
Cummings dating back to circa 1774. The cabin premises have been used by the
Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church for Easter morning services and for the annual
Fourth of July programs by the Black’s Fort Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution. The cabin could be used for school history classes and similar activities
perhaps in cooperation with the Historical Society of Washington County, Incorporated.

In the deed conveying the title the Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church to the
Town the Church retained certain rights to the Cabin:

The Grantor further retains a right and easement in and for
ingress and egress to and from and the use and discretionary
maintenance of the Cummings Cabin premises as shown on a
survey prepared by John C. Moreficld, CLS, dated 7-2-02 and titled
“Plat Showing the Cummings Cabin premises” and attached
hereto.

The Presbyterian Church retained ownership of the furnishings inside the
cabin.

VIII. Burial Information and Plats or Diagrams

The best source of information about burials in the cemetery is Catherine
McConnell’s book “High on a Windy Hill.” The Historical Society has copies in its
library. The committee has not been able to obtain a chart or diagram of the separate
sections, squares or graves in the cemetery. There is no information that such a
diagram exists for the Presbyterian Church section. There have been some comments
that a diagram exists for the Scott-Campbell addition but the committee has not
obtained a copy. There is no information about a diagram for the Penn addition.

The Historical Society has a list and map of the cemetery prepared by a Boy
Scout for an Eagle Scout project.

The Committee does not recommend that the Town undertake to sell burial sites
but rather continue to maintain and protect the cemetery.

IX. Pertinent State Laws Among Others
A.  Sec.57-27.3. Authorization for interment.
B. Sec. 46-19. Trespassing upon, damaging property- Town property.

C. Sec. 46-21. Damages to churches, church property, cemeteries,
burial grounds.

D.  Sec.46-22. Trespass-Upon cemetery,

P
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E. Sec. 46-23. Same-Upon church or school property.

XI. Future of the Cemetery

A.  The Committee has observed that the cemetery is well maintained. The
addition of the iron fence has contributed significantly to the appearance of the
cemetery and improved the appearance of that section of the Town. The Committee
compliments the Town personnel responsible for the maintenance and care of the
cemetery. The care and maintenance of the cemetery speaks well for the Town of
Abingdon.

B. The Committee submits that the cemetery is historically significant and the
expense required to maintain and operate the cemetery is justified. Present day
residents of the Town and County have relatives or ancestors buried in the cemetery.
The graves of citizens prominent in the history of our Town and County and Southwest
Virginia can be found in the cemetery. Members of the Committee have observed
frequent visitors to the cemetery. Tours of the cemetery have been conducted during
the Virginia Highlands Festival for several years. Most recently Gene Matthis
conducted tours during the 2006 Virginia Highlands Festival. Other tours were
conducted for a Elder Hostel program and the College for Older Adults. These tours
have been well attended.

C. The Committee recommends that the Town continue to maintain the
cemetery in the manner in which it is being maintained at this time. Further research or

work needs to be done to determine the role the Town will play in protecting the Scott-
Campbell Addition and the Penn Addition.

D.  The Committee has been informed that members of the Penn family and
the Campbell family among others have plans to be buried in the cemetery in the
future.

XiI. Dissolution of Committee

This report completes the work of the interim committee.

Respectfully submitted:

| , A“"'"“ -.';} '}-}-‘-Ld__.
Jack Frgt i Klg Henninger ? Anne P. Hutton

I da /é;/zﬂ,eu az *’f}

Francine Ivery Gene Matthis

M/ Lm0 Dol
arles Seaver Thomas C. Phillips, Jr., Chair
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Historical Sketch of Sinking Spring Cemetery

By Gene Matthis

August 26, 2006
Revised Nov. 29, 2006
Revised Feb. 15, 2007

The history of Sinking Spring Cemetery goes back to an original deed recorded in Deed Book A,
page 62 in which Dr. Thomas Walker of Albemarle County conveyed to the minister and congregation of
the Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church and their successors 55 acres by estimation “in Fincastle County on
the waters of the Wolfe Hill Creek branch of the Holstone River™. This deed is dated April 14, 1774 and
became known as the “meeting house™ tract and also as the “glebe lands™. The original Sinking Spring
Presbyterian Church was built on this land and the land immediately surrounding the church became the
cemetery. Francis Walker, the executor of Dr. Walker's estate thought there was a legal problem with this
deed so he wrote a second deed dated January 11, 1801 and recorded it in the Washington County deed
book 2 on page 272. to Charles Cummings. Robert Craig Sr.. John Campbell. Matthew Willoughby, John
Davis. Frederick Hamilton. James Vance. James Campbell. James Armstrong. Wiltiam King and John
Preston as trustees to the Sinking Spring Congregation and their Successors forever, for the exact same 55
acres.

It was on this iract that the first Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church, a log structure, was built. It
was shortly thereafter replaced by an improved and somewhat larger log structure at the same location. This
served as the church building until the early 1830°s when a new church was built in downtown Abingdon
that today serves as the Barter Theater. Sinking Spring Cemetery grew around the original log church
building like ripples from a stone thrown into a pond. The first burial in this cemetery occurred on July 4.
1776, Independence Day! That person was Henry Cresswell and his tombstone can still be read today and
says, "Henry Cresswell entered this place July 4. 1776, Since that beginning. many famous and humble
Virginians have been interred here and it serves as a virtual history of America.

In 1872, 30 acres of this original 35 was sold to James Fields. builder of the Fields Penn House
and he turned this land into a housing development which today defines a portion of the northern boundary
of the town of Abingdon. In 1877, I4 more acres was sold to Henry Hopkins “Hop Scott™ Scott, well
known early entrepreneur of Abingdon who used 12 of these acres to start what was known as the Hamilton
— Scott Addition to the Town of Abingdon, Later the remaining 2 acres would become a part of the present
cemelery.

The first addition to Sinking Spring Cemetery occurred on February 24, 1893 when Henly Fugate
et ux and John F. Risen et ux and several members of the Penn Family conveyed to George E. Penn as
trustee, 15.37 acres of land which George Penn began to sell. About 2 acres of this 15.37 acres adjoining
the Sinking Spring Cenetery on the south side was sold by George E. Penn as cemetery squares for family
burial plots and became known as the Penn Addition to Sinking Spring Cemetety. The balance of the 15.37
acres was sold to others for other purposes. These sales of family squares were recorded in the Washington
County Clerks Office but were not described by a metes and bounds description.

The second addition was added to Sinking Spring Cemetery in 1923 when H. H. Scott and J. Paul
Campbell formed a trust of the two acres mentioned above and named Floyd Bradley McConnell trustee.
Mr. McConnell proceeded to sell family burial squares in what became known as the Scott ~ Campbell
addition to Sinking Spring Cemetery. The sales of these squares were not recorded in the Washington
County Clerks office. This addition adjoins Sinking Spring Cemetery on the northwest side. About half of
this 2 acres was sold as burial squares and the other half was not sold because the ground was too wet and
water would accumulate in graves. The remaining [-acre remains unused

Exhibit “A”



No provision was ever made for perpetual care for graves in Sinking Spring Cemetery or the two
additions, nor were any records of burials maintained. In the early 1920's a cemetery committee was
formed to attempt to maintain the cemetery which had fallen into a state of disrepair. This effort was
funded by individual contributions and sufticient funds to properly maintain the cemetery were never
available. On May 30, 1982, the congregation of Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church authorized the
trustees of the church to convey Lo the town ot Abingdon the Church's ownership in Sinking Spring
Cemetery with certain conditions. Since that date the town has taken over maintenance not only of the
Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church Cemetery, but also of the two additions.

The transter of the Church’s interest in the Cemetery was finalized by deed dated February 3,
2006, which conveyed the Church’s interest in the Cemetery to the Town of Abingdon. As prev iously
mentioned, no records of burials in any of the cemeteries were ever maintained. The only record existing
today is contained in the publication “High on a Windy Hill" by Catherine Sanders McConnell and
subsequent additions thereto. These publications are available at The Historical Society of Washington
County.
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SINKING SPRING CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS

The following rules and regulations shall apply to all future burials in Sinking Spring Cemetery ar
all of its sections, including the original section of Sinking Spring Cemetery, as well as the Scott-Campbsx
Addition and the Penn Addition.

Pursuant to Resolution of the Trustees of Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church, dated April 19, 194
all burial sites located in the original section of Sinking Spring Cemetery have previously been appropriate
and as a result no one further shall be buried in that section, except within a noted/identifiable fami
square to which an individual in accordance with appropriate state law can prove entitlement to.

I. Interment Regulations

A. INTERMENTS - The 'Town of Abingdon shall accept the notarized statement of one (1) ne
of kin of a decedent for the purpose of authorizing the burial of that decedent or of his or her cremains in
square or ot in the cemetery,. which statement shall include an affirmation that there exists a right for tt
burial in such square or lot, unless said Town is, at the time of the receipt of such notarized statement, c
written notice that there exists a dispute between the next of kin over such burial; and, in case of suc
dispute, said Town shall have no obligation to allow the burial until there is an agreement of all next of ki
or until there is a Court order adjudicating the issue. For the purpose thereof, "next of kin" means any of t
following persons, regardless of relationship to the decedent: any person designated to make arrangemen
for the disposition of the decedent's remains or cremains upon his or her death pursuant to Section 54.1-282
of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended, the legal spouse, child over eighteen (18) years of age, custodi
parent, non-custodial parent, siblings over eighteen (18) years of age, guardian of minor child, guardian «
minor siblings, maternal grandparents, paternal grandparents, maternal siblings over eighteen (18) years ¢
age, or any other relative in the descending order of blood relationship.

B.  GRAVE OPENINGS. All openings shall be subject to the prior approval of the Town ¢
its designated representative. All gravesites shall be located by and dug under the direction and supervisio
of the Town Manager or his designated representative. The Town Manager or his designee shall keep
record of all future persons buried, date and location of grave. . The Town shall be given at least 24 hout
notice before the opening and preparation of the grave prior to interment.

C.  VAULT.  All burials, except for cremains, shall require a vault, either steel or concrete.

D. HUMAN REMAINS. All burials shall be restricted to the remains or cremains of huma
beings.

IL. Ownership and Title of Lots

A.  OWNERSHIP RIGHTS. The term ownership of a cemetery lot shall be construed to mea
the right to use a lot or part thereof for burial purposes of the remains or cremains of bodies or huma
beings only. All lots are exempt from taxation and cannot be attached, levied on or encumbered in any wa
by the Town of Abingdon.

B. TRANSFER OF TITLE AFTER DEATH. When any person dies owning a cemetery lo
which has not been used for such person’s burial, the Town shall transfer ownership of such cemetery lot t
such deceased person's proper successor or successors upon presentations to the Town of prope
documentation for the transfer, such as a copy of a duly probated will or a duly recorded List of Heirs.

1 Exhibit “C”
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C. TRANSFER OF TITLE BY LIVING OWNERS. Title to cemetery lots may be transferr«
by any living owner upon application to the Town for such transfer. Upon proper application being filed |
the new owner, the Town shall issue a certificate in the name of the new owner and the certificate of t]
former owner is cancelled.

IIl. Decorations and Landscaping

A.  Assoon as flowers, wreaths, emblems, etc. used at funerals or placed on graves at other tim
become faded, they will be removed and no responsibility for their protection or maintenance is assumed
the Town. .

B. No planting of trees of any type will be permitted within the confines of the cemetery proper!
without express permission from the Town 'Manager or his designee.

1V. Future Monuments and Markers

A. DEFINITIONS:

1. Marker - a small individual memorial that is intended to be inscribed being 12" x 24" ¢
larger, placed at either the head or foot of the grave and sometimes referred to as a headstone or tablet.

28 Monument - A large memorial placed on a lot to indicate one or more graves.

B. No monument or marker can be set in the cemetery except by a person, firm, or corporatio
without written permission issued by the Town to do work and such permission will not be issued by th
Town until satisfactory evidence is furnished that the applicant is qualified to perform the work for whic
employed. The Town may revoke permission at any time for violation of the cemetery rules or other cause

C. The use of stone not of monument quality to mark a lot or grave is expressly prohibited.

The base and die of all monuments must be of the same material. The base must be of sufficient dept
to fit the established grade. All joints to monument work must be leaded or be made with use of a
appropriate compound. Portland cement preparations may not be used for this purpose.

Foundations for monuments and markers shall be installed by the monument dealer and shall be ¢
good concrete, at least two and one half (2.5) feet deep for a monument and one and one half (1.5) feet dee
for a marker. The foundation must be at least as wide and long as the base stone resting upon i
Foundations shall be finished true and level and two (2) inches below the surface of the ground wher
lowest. All stone work shall have the surface next to the foundation cut sufficiently true and level to alloy
every part to be in contact with the foundation. The use of sprawls, chips, or underpinnings between th
stone and foundation, or the irregularities or other defective workmanship in the base stone will not b
allowed. Whenever a foundation spans a grave opening, reinforcing steel shall be placed in the concrete as i
deemed necessary by the Town Manager or his designee.

The monument dealer wilf set all stones under the supervision of the Town Manager or his designe
Persons working in the cemetery are prohibited from attaching ropes, chains, or cables to trees, shrubs o
other objects without permission
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Monument dealers and/or workers who do not observe the regulations and properties of t
cemetery will be prohibited from working in the cemetery.
The Town will not assume any responsibility or liability for accidents or damage to monuments resulti
from the ordinary hazards of cemetery work. However, the Town will use reasonable care in engagi
competent and experienced workmen and in seeing that they do their work with customary carefulness.

V. Miscellaneous
A.  No person shall injure or deface any part of the cemetery enclosure or grounds or any bur

lot or grave or any monument or marker. Nor shall any person destroy or injure any tree, shrub, vine, pla;
or flower therein.

B.  No firearms or fireworks shall be discharged on cemetery grounds at any time except in t
course of military funerals.

C.  These rules and regulations may be amended or modified from time to time by the Tov
Council.

VI. Responsibility, Enforcement, Exceptions

A.  The Town will take all reasonable precautions to protect lot owners and the property rights
lot owners from loss or damage, but to the extent allowed by law the Town distinctly disclaims
responsibility for loss and damage caused by the elements, acts of God, common enemy, thieves, vanda
strikers, mischief makers, explosions, unavoidable accidents, invasions, insurrections, riots, or other of ar
military or civil authority, whether the damage be direct or indirect.

B. Special cases may arise in which the literal enforcement of a rule would impose unnecessa;
hardship. The Town Manager reserves the right to make exceptions, suspensions or modifications of any
these rules and regulations without notice, when in the judgment of the Manager, such actions appe.
necessary. Such temporary exceptions, suspensions, or modifications shall in no way be construed .
affecting the general application of such rules and regulations.

('
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SINKING SPRING CEMETERY ORDINANCE

(Reference Sec. 78-6, Code of the Town of Abingdon)

Sec. XXXXXX, Sinking Spring Cemetery Committee

Creation of Sinking Spring Cemetery Comumnittee

There is hereby created a committee to be named the “Sinking Spring Cemetery
Comumittee.” The Committee shall be composed of not less than seven voting members
appointed by the Town Council. In addition an employee designated by the Town
Manager shall be a non-voting member.

(1

2

Qualification and compensation. The seven voting members shall consist
of the following:

Town of Abingdon - one member

Historical Society of Washington Co. Va,, Inc. - one member

Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church - one member

Funeral Home located in the Town of Abingdon - one member

Community at large - three members, one of whom is related to or
descended from family relatives or ancestors buried in the cemetery

The members shall serve without compensation but all necessary expenses
of the Committee shall be paid by the Town pursuant to appropriate
action by the Town Council

Terms of Office. The seven voting members shall be appointed by the
Town Council for three year staggered terms and serve until their
respective successors are appointed. Of the members initially appointed
one shall serve for one year, three shall serve for two years, and tﬁ.ree shall
serve for three years. Tﬁereafter all members shall serve three year terms.
Vacandies resulting from death, resignation or other causes shall be filled
for the unexpired term in the same manner original appointments are
made. Members may serve any number of terms but not more than two
terms consecutively.

Duties of the Committee

a.  The Committee shall within a reasonable time after dppointment,
conduct an organizational meeting to elect a chairman, vice-
chairman and standing sub-comumittee chairs as needed, and
provide for the adoption of rules and procedures for holding public
meetings. The Town employee designated by the Town Manager
shall act as secretary and conduct the daily affairs of the committee.
The secretary shall cause a record to be kept of all proceedings,
resolutions, findings and actions taken by the Committee. Tlgxe
Comunittee’s records shall be filed with the town clerk;

b. The Comumittee shall meet not less than twice each year, or
more frequently if deemed necessary by the Committee,

TRHIBIT p

Exhibit “D”
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The Committee shall visit and inspect the cemetery not less than
annually or more frequently if deemed necessary by the committee.

The Committee shall within three months after the end of each
calendar year report in writing to the Town Council about the
condition of the cemetery and submit such recommendations
about the operation and maintenance of the cemetery as the
committee deems appropriate. In addition the report shall
include information about all burjals in the cemetery, if any, in
the cemetery during the previous year including the names and
dates and other personal information available and other
activities such as the installation of monuments and such
information that is available about the number and frequency of
visitors to the cemetery.

The Committee may make recommendations to the Town

Council which the members of the Committee deem appropriate to
maintain, protect and preserve the historical nature of tEe
cemetery.
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Box 789
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GRANTEE ADDRESS:

11-1-72 and 11-1-73

NOS.

INTFREST IN TAX ID.

24212

VA

ABINGDON,

day of
H. Hutton and Glen Hubbard, Trustees of SINKING SPRING PRESBYTERIAN

10-2305

ThjiﬁgUITCLAIM DEED is made and entered into this s
g™ , 2006 by and between Anne P. Hutton, Joseph

CHURCH, an unincorporated association located at 136 East Main Street in the

Town of Abingdon, County of Washington and State of Virginia, Grantor, and

the TOVWN OF ABINGDON a municipal corporation chartered under the laws of
the State of Virginia, Grantee.

WITNESSETH

That for and in consideration of the Grantee having heretofore agreed
and presently agreeing to maintain and control in perpetuity as the location for
the historic Cummings cabin and for cemetery purposes the following described
property which is part of what is generally known as the Sinking Spring
Cemetery, the Grantor does hereby quitclaim, release and convey to the
Grantee all the right, title and interest of the Grantor in and to the following
described property located in the Town of Abingdon, County of Washington,
and State of Virginia:

- Being all of the property remaining from the conveyances
to and for the benefit of the Sinking Spring Presbyterian
Church by:

(i) Deed from Thomas Walker dated April 14, 1774
and recorded in the Clerk’s Office for the Circuit Court of
Montgomery County, Virginia in Deed Book A at Page 62,

(i)  Deed from Francis Walker, Executor of the last will
and testament of Thomas Walker, dated January 11, 1800 and
recorded in the Clerk’s Office for the Circuit Court of
Washington County, Virginia in Deed Book 2 at Page 272;
and

() Deed from Ellen S. White Campbell, widow of Dr.
E. M. Campbell, dated March 10, 1902 and recorded in the last
mentioned Clerk’s Office in Deed Book 61 at Page 327.

All portions of the properties in the above described three deeds
heretofore conveyed or heretofore condemned are excluded” from this
conveyance.

This conveyance is made subject to all rights with respect to persons
heretofore buried and/ or hereafter buried in the cemetery, whether those rights
are recorded or unrecorded in the public records, together with the right of
ingress and egress for (i) persons conducting or participating in the burial of
such persons and (i} for the relatives or friends of persons visiting the graves of
persons buried or to be buried in the cemetery.

This instrument was prepared by Thomas C. Phillips, Jr., attorney. E}Q\-HB[T E

Exhibit “E”
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The Grantor further retains a right and easement in and for ingress and
egress to and from and the use and discretionary maintenance of the Cummings
Cabin premises as shown on a survey prepared by John C. Morefield, CLS,
dated 7-2-02 and titled "Plat Showing the Cummings Cabin premises” and
attached hereto.

The Grantee by the execution of this instrument by its Town Manager
pursuant to due authority hereby acknowledges that the Treal estate conveyed
herein with all noted exceptions, reservations and other provisions contained in
this deed, has been accepted by the Grantee and that its attorney has approved
the form of this deed.

This conveyance is made subject to any easements, rights-of-way,
conditions, covenants, restrictions, reservations, exceptions and matters which
may affect the property herein conveyed.

This conveyance by the Trustees of Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church
has been duly authorized by Decree of the Circuit Court of Washington County,
Virginia, entered__ Japuarv 4 , 2006 , Chancery File
No. __(5-358 .

WITNESS the following signatures and seals:

Ao > W sEAL

Anne P. Hutton
Trustee of Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church

Joseph H.
(’l}fstee of Si

G N\ \MNa (SEAL)
Glen Hubbard
Trustee of Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church

Town of Abingdon by

A 7 L2z —"GEAL)

G. M. Newman, Town Manager




RN
STATEOF VIRGINIA

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this il
day of jdcw.w ’ 200,5“'by Anne P. Hutton and Joseph H. Hutton,
trustees of Sinking®Spring Presbyterian Church.

Wigitutte A Kool
Notary Public 7
My commission expires _ ¢- 2/ - g02lp

STATEOF _N arfh (arvline
COUNTYFEfFY¥OF __Forsy [

__ The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _B¥tn
day of Febraan , 2006 by Glen Hubbard, trustee of Sinking Spring
Presbyterian Church.

oo L5

NotaryPublic : OFFICIAL SEAL
My commission expires_ June | % 2007 IVY C. NIGER
\ 2 Notary PuNIoNom\RCamﬁnl
STATEOF VIRGINIA oy Comenston upens L 1.

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this /24
day of __J7 )zwe /2006 by G. M. Newman, Town Manager of the Town
of Abingdon, a municipat corporation chartered under the laws of the
Commenwealth of Virginia on behalf of the Town of Abingdon.

i > T o)

Notary Public
My commission expires /7 / v/ TY e F
/ rd

TMETRUMENT
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TOWN OF ABINGDON
SINKING SPRINGS CEMETERY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Meeting on Saturday, May 10, 2008 at 10:30 a.m.

Members Present

Ed Morgan
Charles Seaver
Anne Hutton
Francine Ivery
Gene Matthis
Kitty Henninger
Greg Kelly

Absent

Jack Frost

Mr. Morgan began the meeting with discussions about the bird houses in the cemetery
and he recommended that they be observed for one year to see if they present a problem with
droppings on the cemetery stones. Anne Hutton recommended removal of the bird houses if they
present noticeable problems for the stones.

The group discussed the Scott and Penn additions to the cemetery and agreed that the
Town should continue to acquire clearer title for those two additions.

Francine Ivery inquired if there were additional gravesites in the African American
section of the cemetery and could they be sold. The group noted that the cemetery was being
maintained very well by Town staff and was in excellent condition.

Mr. Morgan asked the group to consider the installation of a columbarium at the
cemetery.

Anne Hutton recommended that the committee members encourage family square owners
to fence the square for added protection to the square markers.

The group recommended the following items be discussed by the Tree Commission:
e Pruning of the holly tree at the Floyd plot
e Maple tree growing through yew

e African American section has overgrown trees and brush causing damage to the fence on
the backside of the area.



The group toured and inspected all sections and additions to the cemetery.

The group agreed that the next meeting of the Cemetery Committee will be on Saturday,
November 8, 2008 at 10:30 a.m. at the Cemetery.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Gregory W. Kelly, Town Manager



TOWN OF ABINGDON
SINKING SPRINGS CEMETERY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Meeting on Saturday, November 15, 2008

Members Present
Ed Morgan

Gene Matthis
Anne Hutton
Francine Ivory
Charles Seaver
Kitty Henninger
Deborah Icenhour

Absent

Jack Frost
Greg Kelly

The November 15, 2008 Sinking Springs Cemetery Committee
("Committee") meeting was held by candlelight at the Parson Cummings Cabin
("Cabin") at the Sinking Springs Cemetery ("Cemetery”) with the above-listed
members present.

Mr. Morgan opened the meeting with reference to the last meeting, May
10, 2008, and Mr. Greg Kelly's letter dated May 12, 2008 to the Sinking Springs
Presbyterian Church ("Church") requesting consent to an easement concerning
the Cabin and/or the property upon which same is located. Mr. Morgan
recommended that a response be requested if none had been received to date.
Discussion then turned to topics pertaining to whether the Church retained
control and/or use of the aforementioned property which was conveyed to the
Church by Ellen White then to the Town of Abingdon ("Town") by the Church.

Ms. Hutton reported (VIA Tom Phillips) the receipt of an unfavorable letter
regarding general use of the Cemetery by various unregulated groups.
Discussion ensued regarding plots, Church and ingress/egress of same. Mr.
Matthis commented that continuing requests are made for use and tours of the
Cabin facility.

Next, the discussion turned to obtaining title to the reminder of the
property within the boundaries of the Cemetery itself. Ms. Hutton suggested
that quit claim deeds might be the best alternative in obtaining same. Mr.

1



Morgan recommended that the Committee look into a legislative approach and
pursue getting a bill through to accomplish the mission. Mr. Morgan made a
motion that the Committee contact the state senate regarding the introduction
of a bill which might serve to transfer title to the Committee. The motion was
seconded by Mrs. Henninger and passed Committee approval with a majority
vote.

Mr. Matthis brought to the attention of the group that the cemetery at
Taylor's Hill has apparently been taken care of and is currently in good
condition.

The next matter to come before the group was that the Town Tree
Commission has suggested that the large, old white oak has been marked to
come down in the main portion of the Cemetery.

Mr. Matthis reminded the members present that the Committee is
mandated to report to the Abingdon Town Council and upon past occasions has
submitted a report on or about the first week of January to report any/all
burials that have occurred within the calendar year. He reported that he will
circulate the report, but will not finalize the report until the end of the calendar
year. Matthis reported that he planned to have the report completed by
January 1, 2009. Matthis also announced that there have been no known
denials of requested burials in the Cemetery in the year 2008.

Discussion then turned to that of closing of the gates of the Cemetery at
night and in a timely manner to guard against potential vandalism. Additional
concerns voiced included that the back gate proves difficult to close and that
the need for mowing access often dictates that it be left open.

Mr. Morgan broached the topic of a recently-received letter of complaint
regarding the Town's Halloween activities observed within the Cemetery. in
conjunction with the Town's festivities including hayrides, haunted ghost town,
etc. It was the consensus of the group that not all of the festivities were
entirely appropriate for an historic site such as the Cemetery, especially those
dealing with use of distasteful props. Further, it was the topic of discussion that
the Committee did not wish to discourage interest in the Cemetery and its
history. The Committee agreed that their concerns for proper use and care of
the Cemetery are in no way intended to preclude educational tours. However,
upon the motion of Ms. Hutton, seconded by Mrs. Henninger, the group voted
unanimously to stop the use of the Cemetery and its grounds for haunted house
use by any group. Further, Ms. Henninger recommended that keys to gain
access to the Cemetery and its facilities need to be located and accounted for.
The group agreed that the issue of the keys should be observed as follows:

¢ One key in custody of Mrs. Henninger;

2



» One key in custody of Town (either by Town Clerk's Office or James at
Rec. Center);
¢ One key to be kept at Town maintenance for mowing purposes (?).

Next, Mr. Seaver discussed the subject of a map project in conjunction
with an Eagle Scout project which would render a map to aid in the
determination of "Who is Buried Where?" in the Cemetery. Seaver is currently
working on having approximately 2000 names put into alphabetical order, as
the current list exists in a form which he described as akin to "hieroglyphics".
Seaver reported that this job should be finished in about thirty (30) days, more
or less. The next step, that of plotting an approximate location of graves or
map/grid will follow. Mr. Morgan suggested that the Committee look into the
possibility of asking whether the Town might possibly supply GPS support for
the aforementioned step of the process as well as in determining locations of
graves, etc.

Mr. Matthis moved that the Town be officially reminded of the interest of
the Committee in identifying ways to expand the use and sustainability of the
Cemetery. Mr. Morgan suggested that installation of a columbarium (common
burial) at the Cemetery and selling spaces would be a realistic action for the
Committee to adopt. The group identified the following concerns to discuss
further at the May 2009 meeting of the Committee:

e Look into further details/information with regard to the concept of a
columbarium;

» Contact a firm with electronic ability to detect graves which would further
enable Committee to locate and mark grave sites.

Mr. Matthis reminded the group that the next meeting will occur in May,
2009 and that the group will receive a prior communication regarding date,
time and location.

With no further business before the Committee, Mr. Matthis adjourned the
meeting.

Respectfully submitted,




March 9, 2009
To: Members of Sinking Spring Cemetery Comumittee
From: Gene Matthis

At our November 8. 2007 meeting it was agreed that [ would draft a suggested
report to the Town Counsel for submission on January 3. 2009 at the first Counsel
meeting of 2009. I *vas unable to accomplish this because of the unavailability of the
copies of the minutes for our two meetings held during 2008.

Enclosed is a copy of the suggested report [or vour review and approval. Please
contact me as soon as possible with your approval or disapproval at 276-628-8092 or
Gmatthis@naxs.net. If the draft is approved. and in the interest of time I can sign the
draft as Chairman and Greg Kelly can attest as Secretary. Our report is required by the
end of the first quarter. | hope this meets with your approval.

%@Wc‘%ﬁz

Gene Matthis




2008 Annual Report of Abingdon Cemetery Committee
DRAFT
Pursuant to Town Ordinance Chapter 62-106 through 62107 the
Cemetery Committee met on May 10, 2008 at 10; 30 AM and again on
November 15, 2008 AT 10;30 AM. Both meetings were held in the
Cummings Cabin on the Cemetery Grounds.

Present May 10 Present November 15
Ed Morgan Ed Morgan
Charles Seaver Gene Matthis
Anne Hutton Anne Hutton
Francine [very Francine Ivery
Gene Matthis Charles Seaver
Kitty Henninger Kitty Henninger
Greg Kelly Deborah Icenhour
Absent Absent
Jack Frost Jack Frost

Greg Kelly

The Committee made a detailed inspection of the Sinking Spring
Cemetery, and found it to be well maintained and generally in good
condition. The Committee discussed the Scott Campbell and Penn additions
to the Cemetery and agreed that the town should continue to acquire clear
title to these two additions.

The Committee was made aware of many complaints by citizens
regarding general use of the cemetery by various groups, including hay
rides, haunted gliost towns, and some using distasteful props. The
Committee recommends that the use of haunted house themes and distasteful
props by any group be prohibited on cemetery grounds. This is in no way
intended to disccurage historical and educational tours of the cemetery.

The Committee recommends that kevs to the cemetery and its
facilities be maintained as follows:
1) One key for Committee member Mrs. Kitty Henninger.
2) One key for the town either by the town clerk’s office or at the Rec.
Center.
3) One key by town maintenance for mowing purposes.



The Committee recommends that trees overgrowing the fence on the east
end of the Sinking Spring Cemetery be trimmed to prevent damage to the
newly constructed fence in that area. It is also recommended that the
holly tree in the John B. Floyd plot be trimmed as well as a maple tree
growing in a plot of yew bushes if deemed appropriate by the tree
commission.

An inspection was also made of the White Family Cemetery and the
Committee found it also to be well maintained and in good condition.

The Committee reports that two burials were made in Sinking Spring
Cemetery during 2008 as follows:
Original Sinking Spring Cemetery

George Rogers Clark Stuart - August 23, 2008 (inurnment)
Scott Campbell addition

Sarah Rachel Revnolds — December 17, 2008

The Committee continues to look at possibilities for additional burial
space in Sinking Spring Cemetery, either in a columbarium or as
additional conventional burial plots but has no definite recommendation
to make at this time.

Respectfully Submitted

Gene Matthis. Chairman

Attest, Gregory Kelly, Secretary




TOWN OF ABINGDON
Sinking Spring Cemetery Committee

Minutes
Meeting Held on June 13, 2009

Mr. Matthis called the meeting to order at 11:00am and Mr. Kelly called the roll of the members
present. '

Members Present
Gene Matthis
Kitty Henninger
Charles Seaver
Edward Morgan
Anne Hutton
Gregory Kelly
Francine Ivery

Members Absent
Jack Frost

Guest
Patrick H. Garrow
Debbie Icenhour

Presentation

Thereafter, Mr. Matthis introduced Patrick H. Garrow, who was going to give the committee a
demonstration of how to locate unmarked sites in the cemetery where people are buried. The
committee thanked Mr. Garrow and requested that he provide them with written information
concerning his services.

New Business
~A brief tour of the cemetery was made by the committee thereafter Ed Morgan mentioned
removing the large dead Oak Tree.

~The committee recommended the following:
* Looking at the possibility of Columbarium and recommends the same along with the sale
of other burial sites to the Town Council.
¢ Asking State Legislators to draft legislation grant ownership to the Town of the other two
sections of the cemetery (Penn Addition and the Scott Addition)
¢ That the Halloween Festivities need to cease within the cemetery.



o That the Town create pathways throughout the cemetery to encourage visitors from
walking over grave sites,
e That the Town place Trash Cans at Cemetery entrances.

Next Meeting
~Mr. Kelly announced the date and time of the next meeting, 1* Saturday in October at 11:00am.

~He further indicated that he would invite Joe Johnson and William Wampler to that meeting for
discussion of the legislation to grant ownership of the two cemeteries to the Town.

Gregory W. Kelly, Act'{ng Seérétary



Interim Cemetery Meeting Report to Council

At the October 3, 2009 meeting of the Sinking Spring Cemetery Committee five members were present,
and thus constituting a quorum. During the course of the meeting the following actions were taken:

Motion were made duly seconded and carried by unanimous vote concerning the following issues that
need immediate attention

1.

Recommending that a columbarium be constructed in the cemetery and that niches be sold. 1t
was noted that the design should be such that would aesthetically blend with the historic
appearance of the cemetery and that it be located in the corner behind the Cummings Cabin.
The design would need to be presented to the Town'’s Board of Architectural Review and
perhaps they could guide the committee in the appropriate design.

That a meeting with state legisiatures be scheduled requesting that they pass legislation
granting ownership to the Town of the Penn and Scott-Campbell Additions. It was noted that
William Wampler and Joe Johnson were invited to the meeting but made no appearance. Any
assistance or political pult that Council could give in this regard would be appreciated by the
committee.

Recommend to Council that Carolyn Lee be appointed to the committee to fill the vacancy
created by Francine Ivery having to resign in order to serve on the Town’s Planning Commission.

Recommend the hiring of Patrick Garrow to survey, with his grave finding method, a portion of
the cemetery known of record as the “colored section” to determine where burials are and
where burial spaces are available. If this proved effective, the committee may recommend other
areas to be surveyed.

That a professional PowerPoint or video presentation be made of the history of the cemetery
with Gene Matthis doing narration.

All of these with the exception of items 2 and 3 will require funding. As such, it will be necessary for the
Town to appropriate funding for the same. Accordingly, the committee files this report during the
interim of its reporting period for the purpose being able to move these priority matters forward in a
timely manner.

Respectfully submitted.

ene Matthis, Chairman

VAN

YSre’-goﬂ w. Kélly, Se'cre‘tary




TOWN OF ABINGDON
SINKING SPRING CEMETERY COMMITTEE MEETING
SATURDAY, OCOBER 3, 2009 -11:00 A.M.
CUMMINS CABIN—SINKING SPRING CEMETERY

The fall semi-annual meeting of the Sinking Spring Cemetery Committee was
held on October 3, 2009 at 11:00A.M. at the Sinking Spring Cemetery.

A. Welcome and Introductions

Mr. Matthis welcomed everyone to the meeting and called it to order

B. ROLL CALL

Members of Present;

a. Charles Seaver
b. Kitty Henniger
¢. Jack Frost,

d. Gene Matthis
e. GregKelly

Members Absent:

a. Ed Morgan
b. Tom Phillips

Visitors:

NONE

C. Approval of Minutes

d.

Mr. Kelly read the minutes from the June 13, 2009 meeting after which
Charles Seaver moved and Kitty Henniger seconded that they be approved,
which motion passed by unanimous vote.

D. Business of the Committee

a.

The committee inspected the cemetery and commented on how well kept it
was and in particular, how impressed they were by the removal of the large
oak tree that had died and the placed of the trash receptacle at the
entrance of the cemetery.

A motion was made by Kitty Henniger that the Town seek legislation to have
ownership of the Penn and Scott-Campbell Additions granted to the town
and that a columbarium be constructed in the cemetery offering the sale of
niches for the same. Jack Frost seconded the motion and it passed by
unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Charles Seaver that Patrick Garrow be hired to
survey a portion of the cemetery known of record as the “colored section”
to determine where burials are and if there are vacant spaces available. The
motion was seconded by Kitty Henniger and it passed by unanimous vote.



d. A motion was made by Greg Kelly that a professional power point or video
presentation of the history of the cemetery be made that was narrated by
Gene Matthis. The motion was seconded by Kitty Henniger and it passed by
unanimous vote.

€. The committee requested that a meeting be set with state legislators Joe
fohnson and William Wampler. It was noted that they were invited to
attend the cemetery committee meeting by written invitation of the Town
Manager, but did not make an appearance. Mr. Kelly indicated that he
would try to line up a meeting and Gene Matthis indicated he would attend
that meeting with Mr. Kelly.

f.  The committee viewed the back portion of the Cummins Cabin land and the
consensus was that a brick wall columbarium be constructed in the back
corner perhaps that was arc shaped and would blend aesthetically to the
historic appearance of the cemetery. It was noted that the Towns Board of
Architectural review would need to review the plans and would perhaps be
helpful in coming up with the design. Mr. Kelly noted that the Town had
several pallets of brick from the Campbell house that was torn down beside
of the Field Penn House which might be good to use on the columbarium.

g. Kitty Henniger made a mation, seconded by Mr. Kelly that the committee
recommended Carolyn Lee to be appointed by the Council to fill the vacancy
created by Francine lvory being unable to further serve due to being
appointed to the Town’s Planning Commission. The motion passed hy
unanimous vote.

E. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before thezt:: the ms adjourned.

Gregory \YV.'Ke‘Iy, Secretary B




TOWN OF ABINGDON
SINKING SPRING CEMETERY COMMITTEE MEETING
SATURDAY, lune 26, 2010 -11:00 A.M.
CUMMINGS CABIN—SINKING SPRING CEMETERY

The fall semi-annual meeting of the Sinking Spring Cemetery Committee was

held on June 26, 2010 at 11:00A.M. at the Sinking Spring Cemetery.

A.

Welcome and Introductions

Mr. Kelly welcomed everyone to the meeting and called it to order

ROLL CALL

Members of Present:

~p o0 oo

Charles Seaver
Kitty Henninger
Ed Morgan
Greg Kelly

Tom Phillips
David Winship

Members Absent:

a.

Jack Frost,

b. Carolyn lee

Visitors: None

Approval of Minutes

a. Mr. Kelly read the minutes from the October 3, 2009 meeting after which
Charles Seaver moved and Kitty Henniger seconded that they be approved,

provided they be amended to show Francine Ivery as being absent from that

meeting, which motion passed by unanimous vote.

Business of the Committee

a. Mr. Morgan moved and Kitty Henninger seconded that Charles Seaver be
elected as Chairman of the Committee to replace Gene Matthis, who had
recently passed away. The motion passed by unanimous vote.

b. Mr. Kelly advised that there had been a request by the family of Gene
Matthis to allow a boulder or natural stone to be used as the
tombstone/marker of his grave in the cemetery. Thereafter a motion was
made by Mr. Morgan, seconded by Mr. Winship that the committee adopt a
policy to allow boulder/natural stone to be used as a tombstone/grave
marker provided it is consistent with existing stones/markers and that they
be approved by the Chairman of the committee. The motion passed by
unanimous vote.

c. The committee discussed the placing of a plague or a hench-seat
somewhere within the cemetery to commemorate Gene Matthis’
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commitment to preserve the cemetery during his lifetime. No formal action
was taken on this discussion although the committee was of general
consensus that some type of commemorative marker was appropriate.

d. Mr. Morgan moved and Mr. Winship seconded that the committee
recommend to the Abingdon Town Council that it direct its Town Attorney
to proceed with eminent domain and/or adverse possession suits, based
upon the recent legislation enacted by the Virginia General Assembly, for
the Town of Abingdon to acquire ownership/title of the Penn Addition and
the Scott-Campbell Addition of the cemetery. The motion passed by
unanimous vote. Mr. Morgan further commented that a letter be prepared
thanking Senator Wampler and Delegate Johnson for supporting the
legislation.

e. Discussion was had that the Chairman move forward with hiring Patrick
Garrow to search for and locate graves in the section of the cemetery on the
eastern side of Russell Road, known of record as the “colored section”.

f. Tom Phillips expressed concern about the columbarium being located on
the Cummins Cabin section of the cemetery. It was the general consensus
of the committee that it be located in the currently unfenced section of Old
Russell Road immediately adjacent to the cemetery that the Town now
owned.

g. Charles Seaver indicated that he wouid move forward with the completion
of the power point presentation using some of Gene Matthis’ written
narratives and photos and that he would have Joe Blevins do the actual
narration from Gene's notes, Rob Case from the Town's IT Department
would also participate in the filming process.

h. Discussion was had over whether to keep the gates open or closed. The
consensus was to leave things the way they currently were with the two
main gates locked and the utility gate open for use by the Little Leaguers.

i. The committee inspected the cemetery and commented on how well kept it
was, and noted in particular how nice the new porch flooring and railing was
on the Cummins Cabin. Dave Winship noted the possible need in the future
to redo the wooden gate and wooden fencing at the Cummins cabin.

E. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.

Gregory W. Kelly, Secretary



TOWN OF ABINGDON
SINKING SPRING CEMETERY COMMITTEE MEETING
Saturday February 19, 2011
Town Hall, First Floor Conference Room

The semi-annual meeting of the Sinking Spring Cemetery Committee was held on
Saturday 19, 2011 in the first floor conference room.

A,

D.

Welcome and Call to Order:
Mr. Seaver welcomed everyone to the meeting and called it to order.

Roll Call:

Members present:
Charles Seaver
Kitty Henninger
Ed Morgan

Greg Kelly

Tom Phillips
Jack Frost

Mo Ao o

Members absent:
a. Carolyn Lee
b. Francine Ivery

Visitors:
Deb Icenhour
John Dew

Approval of Minutes:

Copies of the minutes of the previous meeting (6/26/2010) were distributed to the
members present, after which Tom Phillips moved that the minutes be accepted as
presented. The motion was seconded by Ed Morgan, and the minutes were accepted
accordingly by unanimous vote.

Business of the Committee:

a. Mr. Seaver asked Jack Frost to report any developments to the group with
regard to the Cemetery's marker policy and the request made by the family of
Gene Mathis to use a boulder or natural stone to mark the grave of Mr. Mathis.
Mr. Frost reported that initially no footer was set for the placement of the native
stone, resulting in an unacceptable/unsteady placement and appearance. He
further reported that the matter had been corrected, proper footers had been
provided for the stone and that it made quite an exceptional marker.



The commiittee then discussed other matters with regard to the cemetery and
the availability of spaces. The discussion of a plot map developed, and Tom
Phillips agreed to attempt to speak with Sammy Campbell with regard to the
locating the old chart. In the alternative, a short discussion of a possibility of
having an interested Scout adopt the development/establishment of a plot chart or
map as a major project. Kitty Henninger added that the Washington County
Historical Society currently had some history that could provide a basis for
recreating the chart.

John Dew shared with the group his intention to work with the Town of
Abingdon GIS to locate and photograph head stones in an effort to create arecord
of the graves within the cemetery. Ed Morgan added that he was especially
curious regarding the Penn and Scott-Campbell additions within the cemetery.

Deborah Icenhour, Town Attorney, was called upon next to summarize the
status of the ownership of the property(ies) within the cemetery, including those
portions referred to as Penn & Scott-Campbell Additions. Ms. Icenhour
summarized that the three possible mechanisms available for gaining fee simple
ownership by the Town included Eminent Domain, Adverse Possession and/or
arriving at an agreement with any individuals who retain (or claim to retain)
rights within the cemetery. While each of the approaches require a great deal of
time, work, effort and possible expense, each would begin with identifying
parties who claim interest, providing notice pursuant to the Code of Virginia and
then evaluating the next best step. Ms. Icenhour agreed to proceed with
searching titles regarding the aforementioned Additions of the cemetery to begin
the process. The group agreed that upon successful identification and notification
procedures, the Town would ask that Quit Claim Deeds be executed from any/all
heirs individual claimants and that the Town would likely be in a position to
assure certain rights for burial in return. This research and subsequent legal
process will go forward to continue the progress of gaining resolution of the
matter. Updates and progress reports will be given at future meetings.

Ed Morgan then addressed the matter of placement of a bench by the Town of
Abingdon or the cemetery committee itself to commemorate the dedication and
service shown by Gene Mathis during his lifetime for the Sinking Spring
Cemetery. After some discussion, the Town's placement of a bench within the
confines of the cemetery in honor of Mr. Mathis was unanimously agreed upon
as the most appropriate action.

The next matter of discussion was that of the probing for burial sites which
was demonstrated during the June 2009 committee meeting. The group agreed
that the idea was probably premature with regard to the issues surrounding full
ownership of the real property, and that the expense of locating spaces prior to a
better understanding of essential mapping issues would be fairly useless. Asa
result of the discussion it was the recommendation of the committee not to
proceed with the probing process at this time.

Discussions ensued with regard to the future possibility of locating a
columbarium within the cemetery, possibly in an adjacent area owned by the
Town. Mr. Frost emphasized the fact that the funeral/burial industry is quickly
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moving toward cremation and this type of burial. Besides specific ideas for
location, the group discussed the importance of careful consideration of style,
design and types of materials to be used